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d eaders. In honor of

NV valentine s 13

the occasion, which I've always thought was about love and passion—
and yes, sex—we've packed this issue with tons of great stories about
the things that turn us lesbians on. TV, for instance. Especially lesbian
TV, which our cover girl Eden Riegel—although she herself isn't gay—
is promoting in a really powerful way. I highly recommend Sarah

varn’s interview with the woman behind Al My Children’s ground-
breaking (and may 1 say very comely) lesbian character Bianca;
Girifriends is the first gay magazine to bring you a full report on
AMC’s contribution to dyke TV.

For an alternative viewpoint, check out Judith Halberstam'’s take on
the absence of real lesbians in what Vanity Fair called “The Gay Heat
Wave” on prime time. Halberstam points out how
all the hit queers on the small screen—7The L
Word notwithstanding—are of the male sort, and
how, all these years after Ellen, mainstream
society still sees us as hopelessly unfunny,
unfashionable, unsexy, and unmarketable.

At the head of our passionate February package
is Louise Rafkin's thoughtful interview with Susie
Bright. Back in the eighties, Bright's Lesbian Sex
World rocked this lesbian’s sex world, and her
editorship at the groundbreaking dyke sex rag On
Ouwur Backs revolutionized the way the whole
community talked about pornography, sex toys,
BDSM, and butch-femme. It was because of Bright
that I took my first editing job at On Owur Backs:;

The sexy mag 25 2 result, T guess you could say that Bright is
On Our Backs indirectly behind the magazine you're reading.
gave Susie Bright Rafkin elicits some of Bright's best, always

and me our starts. ,rtjcylate anecdotes about her work, especially

her new book, Mommy's Little Girl.

One last note about passion: two days after our last issue went to
press, the Massachusetts Supreme Court told the Bay State that it
could not, according to its constitution, deny a loving couple the
benefits and responsibilities of marriage simply because they were
both men or women. Bravo! But, ironically, our last issue happened to
be our annual lesbian bridal issue. Although it was chock full of good
stuff for women who want to marry each other, our production
schedule sadly prevented any mention of Massachusetts’ historic
decision. Luckily, our news editor Ann Rostow is happy to make up for
the omission with “Boston Marriages” in this issue. Enjoy.

AN GOEL

Heather Findlay, Editor in Chief

Sign up for our online newsletter at www.girlfriendsmag.com
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