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Music to Come Out to
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AL The risk of adating Mysell, 1et me confide that the soundtrack

to my coming-out was the Go-Go’s Beauty and the Beat (1982). “Our
Lips Are Sealed” was the perfect anthem for my semi-secret Sapphic ini-
tiation and “We Got the Beat” was a call-to-arms for the Amazon Army
marching down the Main Street of my mind.

So,1 was as excited about the Go-Go's reunion as [ was about our
cover story—especially because it came with two free tickets to their
show at the Warfield in San Francisco. I went with freelancer Joyce
Luck, who interviewed three of the five musicians for this issue. Joyce
and I did our best to bring you the lesbian angle on the Go-Go’s.

When you read Naomi Graychase’s story about queer indie musicians
(and her description of the significant part Ani DiFranco played in her
coming-out) you'll see the common thread in Naomi'’s story and mine—
and probably yours, too. Other magazines
do music issues because they want to
attract advertisers from the recording
industry. We do ours in recognition of the
importance of women's—and womyn's
i and grrls’—music to the formation of
lesbian identity.

My formative DiFranco moment came
later in life (and with significantly less
romance) than Naomi's. At the

Yours truly, flanked by Taughannock Music Festival in 1988, my
Ei Alyson Palmer and ve and 1 spotted an interesting-looking
izabeth Ziff of Betty. ' -
talent on the line-up. After her one-woman-
and-a-guitar set,Ani sat down on the edge of the stage to sell her cas-
settes. “If there’s any justice in the world,” I thought to myself as I hand-
ed over five bucks, “this girl will be big”

That muggy August day was followed by a night of upstate New York-
style thunderstorms. We holed up in our tent for the quintessential
experience of lesbian love-making beneath a canopy of Coleman nylon.
Then the storm uprooted somebody’s dome tent and sent it rolling
through the campground like a badass tumbleweed—stuffed with
shoes, clothes, and camping gear—mowing down everything in its path,
including our little love nest.

Experiences like mine are still central to many young lesbian lives.
After reading Alison Fensterstock’s story on dyke music festivals in the
Deep South, I can imagine my night at Taughannock repeated without a
Yankee accent. I just hope for you younger gals the lightning and thun-
der will be metaphorical. And if you find our music issue inspiring,
please write us a letter about it.

Heather Findlay, Editor in Chief

Sign up for our online newsletter at www.girlfriendsmag.com
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