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Prey for Rock and Roll Jacki offers both guys and gals

Rebel Girls

Outsiderhood becomes erotic in these releases.

by Candace Moore

Gershon brings the same rough-n-tumble

sexiness she butched up in Bound to her role as a continually leather-clad Patti Smith-
type in this overly dramatic rock musical, based on the play by reallife grrrl-rocker
Cheri Lovedog. Gina Gershon has rebel written all over
her—literally. She plays tattooed Jacki, the middle-aged singer
of Clam Dandy, a L.A -based girl band that just can’t seem to
get signed. Bi, but preoccupied,

Dir; Alex Steyermark foreplay, but saves the grind for
Lions Gate Film. 2003, 104 min. zr_le stage. Drummer Sally (Shelly
Cole) and lead guitarist Faith
(Lori Petty) are cute-as-pie as the
band’s lesbian lovers. The special DVD version includes :
commentary by director Alex Steyermark. Grade: B Gershon (right) works
her rebel appeal in Prey.

Show Me Love (Sirand Releasing, 1999)

This Swedish teen romance has the character depth that its American counterparts
often lack—the story of two high schoolgirls finding love against the odds is shown
as a complicated, but inevitable, process. Stuck in small town Amal, Agnes (Rebecka
Liljeberg) eats lunch in the cafeteria alone—rumors have it she's a lesbian. The small-
framed tomboy, wearing her vulnerability (and acute perceptiveness) on the sleeves
of her plaid button-ups, wouldn't argue. Agnes is plainly smitten with Elin (Alexandra
Dahlstrom), the resident “cool girl.” who drinks like a fish and has a reputation as a
“slut” with boys. When Elin plants a joke kiss on Agnes’s lips as a form of ridicule, she
finds it surprisingly loaded. Grade: A

Thirteen (Fox Searchlight Pictures, 2003)

Holly Hunter deserved her Oscar nomination for her portrayal of a mother pushed
bevond exasperation in this unflinching drama about a Los Angeles teen’s
experimentation in self-destruction. But young actress Evan Rachel Wood outdid
herself as possessed seventh-grader Tracy, sent spinning out of control as she goes
from Barbies to barbiturates. Similarly, young Nikki Reed (who co-wrote the script
based on her own experiences) and director Catherine Hardwicke should've gotten
shout-outs for their incisive original script. While Hardwicke’s exoticization of
ethnicities is a concern on screen, Thirteen remains one of the more compelling
films of 2003. Grade: A-

Girls on Film 2 (Power UP, 2003)

Power UP, a networking organization for lesbians in the entertainment industry,
has released their second compilation of members’ shorts. Angela Robinson’s
funny spoof D.E B.S.(winner of Best Short Film at numerous 2003 LGBT contests
around the world, including Girlfriends’ own 2003 Sappho Awards) features
Charlie’s Angels-esque super spies in pleated school uniform skirts. Their socks are
pulled knee high and their guns are drawn! The DVD also includes Lee
Freidlander’'s Give or Take an Inch, a touching story about an FTM's first family
get-together after transition; Ffy Cherry, Jessica Sharzer's cute piece on girlhood;
and a collaborative project called Gay Propaganda, which offers scenes from
classic movies recast with queer characters and content. The DVD is available at
www.power-up.net. Grade: A-
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Angels in America

A new teengboEper outcast
film brings back the eighties.

by Candace Moore

Remember The Breakfast Club?

It premiered in 1985 in the middle
of the Reagan administration. Now
George W.—who has a similar problem
with gays, teenage sex, and world
peace—is in the White House and
here we have Saved!, where once
again one high school represents
society at large and the outcasts star
as microcosmic freedom fighters.
With Macaulay Culkin and Mandy
Moore in the place of Judd Nelson
and Molly Ringwald, the first-time
feature film director Brian Dannelly
takes the teenybopper
genre’s metaphor and
mines it for more. Set
at American Eagle, a
fundamentalist
Christian high school
that tries to make Jesus cool with
hip-hop hymns, this off-beat comedy
makes light of, and sheds light on,
the current disconnect between real
Christian values (i.e.,“love thy
neighbor”) and Bible-beater dogma.
In Saved!, Mary (Jena Malone) is a
zealous member of the Christian
Jewels, a girl gang for the Lord. When
she finds out her hunky ice skater
beau, Dean, is “a gay," she has an
underwater vision of J.C. himself who
tells her to do “everything she can” to
“help” her boyfriend. The aptly named
Mary figures out how while firing off
rounds at the Eye for an Eye shooting
range. But after a Honcho magazine
page-turning session, the gay boy
unexpectedly gets the good girl pregnant.
Dean’s shipped off to a cure-the-homo
camp, Mercy House, and Mary must face
the halls of American Eagle High alone
while hiding her growing baby bulge
under oversized Santa sweatshirts.

Saved!
Dir. Brian Dannelly
United Artists, 92 min.
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Singer Mandy Moore is a tongue-in-
cheek casting choice for the part of
Hilary Faye, the Jewels’ devout
ringleader. With a vindictive snarl
ready under her prayer
circle-pushing smile,
Hilary Faye sniffs out
Mary's transgression.
Subsequently ostracized
by the in-group, Mary
finds acceptance
among her fellow
exiles. There’s the
charmingly sarcastic
Roland (Macaulay
Culkin), Hilary Faye's
wheelchair-bound
brother; and Roland’s
hot, riot-girl lover
Cassandra (Eva Amurri),
the school’s lone Jew,
who speaks in potty-
mouthed tongues at
school rallies. Mary
ultimately finds love
with Pastor Skip's
skater boy son Patrick.

The film, of course, includes
a Pretty in Pink-style prom, which the
“freaks,” including Dean. his new
boyfriend, and a posse of Mercy
House jailbreakers invade. Pastor Skip
(Martin Donovan) desperately tries to
evict the gay kids, declaring that the
Bible is “black and white” on the issue
of homosexuality, but is confronted by
his own son who retorts that it’s “all a
gray area.”

At the film’s bow tie finale, everyone
gathers around in-labor Mary and gay
dad Dean offering tolerance, acceptance,
support, and love as the clear answer
to this cute parody’s sincere question:
“What would Jesus do?”

When The Breakfast Club was
released, the eternally sunshine-minded
fortieth president had not yet uttered
the word “AIDS” in public, although
thousands of people, mostly gay men,
had already died of it. Reagan’s public
health policy worsened the plight of
the gay population, some would say
intentionally. Our current president’s
proposed constitutional amendment
attempts to bar American gays and
lesbians from the legal and social
benefits of marriage forever.

Like eras beget like art.

Jena Malone and Mandy Moore (right)
are angelic in Saved!

But we're still left to wonder—as
with the John Hughes-styled movies
of the eightiecs—does a film like this
help teach young underdogs lost in an
increasingly yuppified, Republicanite
society to subvert the dominant
paradigm? Or do these fight-the-
power narratives geared toward a
mostly white, middle-class youth
audience have an inoculating effect?
After all, who needs to be a real rebel
when you can just dress like Ally
Sheedy? Grade: B+

Candace Moore edited the book
Revolutions of the Mind
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Love and Marriage
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lesbian sex hasn't been on the community’s lips for the past twelve
months. Sex talk has been usurped by the debate over gay marriage,
the very institution that—if we can believe what we hear about lesbian
bed death—for all too many of us has been the very antidote to sex.
Not that I'm complaining. I've been willingly seduced by the
whirlwind of girl-on-girl vows. Even if the religious right (and its
stooge in the White House) wins this round, there will have been a

time when we were married, and it’s
my bet that straight America will be
forever changed for the better by the
front-page reality of two happy
people, of the same sex, enjoying the
advantages of making it official.

But in the meantime, what
happened to the sex part? It was just
last summer that we were celebrating
the groundbreaking Supreme Court
decision of Lawrence v. Texas,

Girlfriends editorial staff wherein the high court recognized
(me, Laurie, and Mignon) provide our right not to say in public,“we
a peek into your bedrooms. |ve1” byt to enact in private, we lust.
Let’s not forget in our dialogue about
marriage that lesbians first organized—even at Stonewall thirty-five
vears ago this month—for the freedom to desire other women.

On the occasion of our fourth Sex Issue, then, I'm happy to
introduce our coverage of everyone’s favorite topic:What lesbians do
in bed. I say “everyone” because even CNN talking head and notorious
conservative Tucker Carlson told Elle: “I support...female bisexuality,
this apparent increased willingness of girls to bring along a friend.”
Carlson also hoped to be reincarnated as the head of an LGBT lobbying
group so he could “preside over hundreds of lesbians, some of them
quite good-looking.” It just goes to show that, even in the twenty-first
century, straight men still get to dominate (and distort)
the discussion of our love lives.

Not here! In this issue of Girlfriends you'll find the fascinating
results of our latest sex survey (hundreds of you eagerly participated);
an openly gay Playboy bunny posing this time for her own peeps: two
lesbian sex toy entrepreneurs on how they, Queer Eye-style, made over
scores of their hetero customer’s love lives: and lots more. Oh, and lest
I forget: Happy tenth birthday, Girlfiends. Enjoy!

Heather Findlay, Editor in Chief

Sign up for our online newsletter at www.girlfriendsmag.com
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