LESBTAN DRAMA: STORIES FROM THE TRENCHES
3 _l‘“ e word on lesbian lifestyle -

YOUF

BODY
RESU E

How ey
Save Your I.lfe U AVE

I _,1 &‘.

£y g
_.1'--

RED ) STATES N
ON'PARA

Producmg Pride
_in"the Heartland

PLUS: Kelly Oshourne o SleateriGnmeyR

COVER GIRLS:

Lucy and Mel shoot the moon
in designs by ‘Studded’

e Florence, Italy ¢ Hot TV




Six Feet Under
HBO, beginning Monday, June 6,
9:00 p.m.

HBO's award-winning drama about the dysfunctional,
funereal Fisher family returns for its fifth and final
season this month. Many critics felt that creator Alan
Ball's quirky show jumped the shark last season when
gay son David Fisher (Michael C. Hall) was abducted
and tortured; in the season finale, David confronted
his abductor in prison at the urging of Keith (Matthew
St. Patrick), David's ex-cop boyfriend. Last season also
saw the youngest member of the Fisher family, art
student Claire (Lauren Ambrose), briefly exploring her
lesbian side with classmate Edie (Mena Suvari):
meanwhile big brother Nate (Peter Krause) success-
fully proposed to longtime love interest Brenda
(Rachel Griffiths). Producers promise that this final
season will provide some closure for the long-suffering
Fishers. — Malinda Lo

Cruisin’ with Rosie O’Donnell

HBO, Date and Time TBA

In case you missed the maiden voyage of Rosie
0'Donnell’s R Family Vacations cruise line last July, you
can catch a behind-the-scenes look this month on
HBO's documentary Cruisin’ with Rosie 0'0onnell, Directed

by Emmy Award—nominated Shari Cookson (Living Dalls;

The Making of a Child Beauty Jueen), the doc captures the
family-friendly cruise's first trip from New York to the
Bahamas. The approximately 500 families who set sail
with Rosie enjoyed Broadway entertainment, comedy by
Rosie herself, and workshops about gay-family issues.
Founded by Rosie's wife, Kelli 0'Donnell, and Gregg
Kaminsky, R Family gives LGBT families an unprecedented
opportunity to vacation together in a comfortable and
safe environment. Check your local listings to see when
Gruisin' lands in your neighborhoad. —Malinda Lo
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‘HEDWIG’

by Candace Moore

INCHES FORWARD

Heralding a new era of queer channels,
QTN produces John Cameron Mitchell’s
new feature for the big and small screen.

Q Television leads the pack with the first all-
gay network to hit the air. This month's

launch of MTV's competing channel, LOGO (which
promises twenty-five original pieces of programming)

continues a new era where more queer content will |

broadcast than ever before. But QTN, by coproducing
Hedwig and the Angry Ineh director John Cameron Mitchell's

new feature, Shortbus, is the first to do something that

may mark a trend for queer television makers: creating
media outside the flickering box. Alexis Fish, senior exec-
utive vice president of QTN, talks about the network's
collaboration with Mitchell on his cutting-edge film, due
for release in 2008, Fish elaborates on Shartus's cast of
sexually diverse New York characters and the fact that
the film even features, gasp, live sex!

Wow, John Gameran Mitchell! Does he act in
his new film as he did in Hedwig and the
Angry Inch?

No, he is the director and creator but doesn't act in this
one. He was very specific about not getting name actors
to play these parts. He held tryouts in New York and
encouraged nonactors to apply. He wanted freshness, a
sense of authenticity,

Is the network planning on premiering Shortbus
on O Television, or is it seeking regular theatrical
distribution?

We anticipate playing Shortbus at high-profile film
festivals at the start of 2006, and distributing it
world-wide after that.

So we can expect to see the film at next
year's Sundance film festival?

Sundance... we'll see. And Shortbus will eventually
be broadcast on Q.

Can you give our readers a sneak peek into
the individual characters or the plot line of
this new release?

The film follows seven characters of various sexual-
ities and genders as they navigate the funny and
sad intersections between sex and love in post-9/11
New York City,

CHRIS WAHL/NEWSCOM

Sook-Yin Lee (Sophia) also appeared in
Hedwig and the Angry Inch,

Does Shorthus have any leshian characters?
Let's just say that the film has a wide range of
expressions of sexuality and gender. There are
female main characters that are open.

Can we expect to see a genderqueer character?
You most definitely will.

What intrigued the network initially about the
project?

Mitchell is an artist who pushes boundaries. It's a
very politically charged film. There's actual sex in it,
At Q, we were excited about that, and it was a very
conscious decision to be behind Mitchell’s work.

The film isn't finished quite yet and so hasn't
been rated yet. How explicit is the sex?

Well, it is live sex. The actors are not simulating sex.
Q is striving to represent every aspect of our LGBTQ
community and expects this film to be a catalyst for
a frank, uncensored dialogue. €
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Contributing editor Ann Rostow (left) and | spoke
at the Women and Media Conference
in Boston in March.

Take Pride

Back in 1991, my mother, Erin—who now
serves as our publisher here at Girlfriends—
went to her first gay Pride. Mom, my then
lover, and I marched with our signs (“I Love
My Girlfriend’s Mom!”) in the Parents,
Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
contingent. We had a grear day: the fog was
offshore, the drag queens glamorous, the
Dykes on Bikes sexy. I noticed that Mom was
busy with thoughts in her head, but we were all
having such a good time that I didn’t pay much
attention.

It was only after we came home that Mom
confessed she’d been terrified. She knew logically
that she needn’t have been—it was San Francisco,
after all—but she really had been afraid that we'd
be hissed at, spat on, and pelted with rocks.

At the time, I teased her for her naiveté,
bur thinking back later, I learned two lessons.
First, my, how things have changed since
Mom came of age. After all, I was one of only
a handful of lesbians she’d ever known: the
first were the deeply closeted women of an
opposing re.lm in her bowling league when I
was a baby. The second lesson I learned was,
my, how so, so lucky I am to have grown up
in a so-called blue state. I'd begun to take it
all for granted.

Karen Opp’s “Red-State Pride” in this issue
reminded me of those lessons. As Opp describes,
the dykes who co-organize Pride parades in the
heartland often confront the kind of challenges
my mother feared we'd face that June day in
1991. But these lavender activists in red states
also enjoy the pleasures of unity and cama-
raderie that come from being a minority within
a minority (a sexual one within a political one).

Opp’s story reminded me of how important
it is to reflect on the real meaning of the event.
We have tons of great Pride-related content in
this issue (including a recipe for a perfect Pride
picnic like the one Mom and I enjoyed at her
first Pride). I hope all of it reminds you that
it’s not just about the party, but about self-
confidence, empowerment, and a refusal to
back down to red neighbors, be they next door
or in the next state.
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